
Salutatory Address by Brenden Gardner 
Throughout our High School Career 
 
 Throughout our school career, we have been slowly and surely shaping our lives to 
become what they are today, and ourselves to be who we are today. Every second of our 
existence has brought us forward to this point in time, to this, one of the most pivotal moments in 
the course of our lives. 

Good evening everyone, and thank you all for being here with us today as we pass one of 
the great milestones of life. My name is Brenden Gardner, and today, I would like to muse about 
where we have been and where we are going with our lives. 
 James E. Faust once said, “The depth of the love of parents for their children cannot be 
measured. It is like no other relationship. It exceeds concern for life itself. The love of a parent 
for a child is continuous and transcends heartbreak and disappointment.” Our parents and 
guardians are the wonderful people who put up with tantrums, both when we were children and 
when we were nearly grown, who gave us the motivation to accomplish our goals and keep on 
accomplishing, and who stood with us at every step of the way. I thank you all on behalf of the 
entire graduating class. It was your early lessons and guidance that started us along the path that 
we now walk, and your love that gives us the motivation to keep on walking even in the face of 
the greatest odds stacked against us. They attended the elementary school concerts and listened 
to our atrocious singing, they drove us from one event to another halfway across Western New 
York, and they worked long hours for our entire lives to see that we were given the best that they 
could provide. They are our first and last pillar to lean on, the people always in our corner even if 
we may disagree with them or think that we know better than them, and they deserve our thanks. 
 It is said in Japan that, “Better than a thousand days of diligent study is one day with a 
great teacher.” We must be truly blessed that we did not receive just one great teacher, but three 
schools full. All through our lives, we have met one great teacher after another, each seeking to 
better or strengthen us in some way; some focused on study, molding our minds academically, 
while others focused much more heavily on making us better people and preparing us for the 
world that we are about to be dumped into. We should give special thanks to those who 
supported our love for reading, sports, music, and a thousand other extracurriculars; who made 
learning fun by drawing theta as a superhero in equations to teach Geometry, endlessly prodding 
us for starting our essays with, “Throughout the novel” in English, threatening to bury us behind 
the berm if we screwed around in Physics, made Economics of all things one of the best classes 
of Senior Year, and a thousand other examples. Our teachers have defined our lives, and without 
them, there is no telling where, or even who, we would be now. 
 According to an African proverb, “It takes a village to raise a child.” Here, it apparently 
takes two. In the Caledonia-Mumford community that has been built and maintained and 
generously gifted to us, we are blessed to have its support. At some schools, you may not know 
your graduating class, much less the people behind each person; at Cal-Mum, we have the honor 
of knowing and being known by the people that make up our community. This is attested to by 



the fact that any one of us can walk into the store in town and see at least one person that we 
know well, and that there is always at least one person there who can congratulate us on 
whatever accomplishment; they were at the last sporting event, they saw the musical, they read 
about it in the school newsletter, or they are here today, ready to share in our joy at finally 
getting through high school. Though they may not know us well, the people of our community 
are here for us, ready to offer support or help us through the hard times, or teach something that 
only they can. 

Aesop once said through one of his famous fables, “Whoever neglects old friends for the 
sake of new deserves what he gets if he loses both.” I cannot say that each one of you is my 
friend, but each of you does mean something to me. Most of us have known each other since we 
were six; can you believe that? Twelve years of getting to know each other, struggling through 
classes together, despising middle school together, and graduating together. We have been a part 
of each other's lives for as long as we can remember, and I cannot help but believe that that time 
has been important. As much as our parents and teachers and communities have shaped us, we 
have shaped each other. We all bring out something in each other, whether that be love or hatred, 
joy or sorrow, we have each touched the lives of every one of our classmates; we have grown 
and helped others to grow through our interactions together, and that means that no matter where 
we go and what we do, we are always bound, in some way, to each other. 

The Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius Antonius Augustus, or Marcus Aurelius, the last 
of the Five Good Emperors who ruled during the famous Pax Romana, claimed that, “You have 
power over your mind―not outside events. Realize this, and you will find strength.” I believe 
that we have already discovered our strength because no matter how far all of those other people 
brought us, we are ultimately responsible for where we stand today, and where we go from here. 
I started off by saying that I wanted to go on and talk about where we will go from here, but I 
cannot; the future is up to us, and we will make it whatever we want it to be. No one can tell us 
where our lives will be in a year, and that is good. It means that whatever direction we choose, 
and whatever direction we fight for, can be ours. 
 In the coming months and years, the people that we have grown into will be tested, and 
changed, and reshaped by the new people and experiences in our lives, and that's okay; change 
and growth are good things. But we must never forget who we are and what we value, because 
those things are the key to remaining ourselves. You have all probably figured out that I like to 
bits of old wisdom more than an episode of Criminal Minds, but there is a reason; I believe that 
old wisdom is still around today because it is worth hearing, and even over time, thousands of 
years in some cases, it is still relevant. So I will leave you with this from Alexander III of 
Macedon, known as Alexander the Great, who conquered lands from Greece to India, was 
undefeated in battle, and is widely considered one of the greatest military leaders of all time: 
“You shall, I question not, find a way to the top if you diligently seek for it; for nature hath 
placed nothing so high that it is out of the reach of industry and valor.” 
Thank you. 


